To the Editor: I read with interest the paper by Richardson et al. published in Diabetologia [1] . The paper reports a sort of case-control study, but gives very little information about the age or other demographic or clinical characteristics of the cases and controls, so it is not possible to properly assess the appropriateness of the control group. At the very least, it is unlikely to represent an unbiased sample of the population from which the cases arose (which is not described). For example, would one expect neonates to have had the opportunity to be infected with enterovirus? Presumably not. Therefore, except for neonatal cases (of which there were none), neonates should not be used as controls.
Depending on their cause of death and other factors, the paediatric controls may well not be representative of the source population in terms of their enterovirus infection experience. If this is the case (and it is not possible from the paper to evaluate this), the results of the study would be meaningless. Without more information about both cases and controls, they are uninterpretable.
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